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Self-Esteem... continued from last issue

to the roots of and develop effective
solutions for major social problems
and to develop and provide for every
Californian the latest knowledge and
practices regarding the significance of
self-esteem, and personal and social
responsibility.*

The Task Force believed that
esteeming oneself and growing in self-
esteem would reduce "dramatically the
epidemic levels of social problems we
currently face."

Is There a Positive Relationship
Between High or Low Self-Esteem
and Personal and Social
Responsibility?

In order to investigate this
relationship, the state Task Force hired
eight professors from the University of
California to look at the research on
self-esteem as it relates to the six
following areas:

1. Crime, violence and recidivism.
2. Alcohol and drug abuse.

3. Welfare dependency.

4. Teenage pregnancy.

5. Child and spousal abuse.

6. Children failing to learn in school.
of promoting worm theology.

Seven of the professors
researched the above areas and the
eighth professor summarized the
results. The results were then
published in a book titled The Social
Importance of Self-Esteem.3 Has the
relationship been established between
self-esteem and social problems?
David L. Kirk, syndicated writer for the
San Francisco Examiner,4 said it
bluntly: “That ... scholarly tome, The
Social Importance of Self-Esteem,

summarizes all the research on the
subject in the stultifyingly boring prose
of wannabe scientists. Save yourself
the 40 bucks the book costs and head
straight for the conclusion: There is
precious little evidence that self-
esteem is the cause of our social
ills.” (Bold added.)

Even though they searched for a
connection between low self-esteem
and problematic behavior, they could
not find a cause and effect link.
(However, more recent studies
indicate a definite relationship
between violent behavior and high
self-esteem.) Nevertheless, faith in
self-esteem dies hard, and schools
continue to work on building high self-
esteem.

Worse than the continuance of
self-esteem teachings in the world is
the faith that professing Christians
continue to place in self-esteem and
self-worth teachings. Thus, the secular
self-esteem movement is not a frontal
attack against the Bible with the battle-
lines clearly displayed. Instead, it is
skillfully subversive and is truly the
work, not of flesh and blood, but of
principalities, powers, the rulers of
darkness of this world, and spiritual
wickedness in high places, just as
delineated by Paul near the end of
Ephesians. The sad thing is that many
Christians are not alert to the dangers.
More than we can number are being
subtly deceived into another gospel:
the gospel of self.

Biblical Love

Jesus calls His own into a love
relationship with Himself and with one
another. Their joy is to be found in
Him, not in self. Their love comes...

Continued on the next issue.
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Church Services

Sunday:

9:30 am — Sunday School
10:30 am — Worship Service
6:15 pm — Evening Service

Wednesday:

6:30 pm — Bible Study & Prayer
Meeting

ORIGIN OF EASTER

‘ Source: http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/origin-of-
easter.htm

Origin of Easter - A Christian
Commemoration

The origin of Easter, a holiday associated
with the observance of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, is actually based on an ancient pagan
celebration. Christians recognize this day as
commemorating the culminating event of their
faith, but like so many other "Christian" holidays,
Easter has become commercialized and mixed
with non-Christian traditions like the Easter
Bunny, Easter parades and hunting for Easter
eggs. How did this happen?

Origin of Easter - Its Pagan
Roots

The origin of Easter dates
back to ancient times, not long
after the global Flood recorded in Genesis 6-9 of
the Bible. Nimrod, a grandson of Noah, had
turned from following his grandfather's God and
had become a tyrannical ruler. According to the
biblical record, as king, Nimrod created Babel,
Nineveh, Asshur, Calla and other cities, all
known for lifestyles that promoted unspeakable
evil and perversion. When Nimrod died, his wife,
Queen Semiramis, deified him as the Sun-god,
or Life Giver. Later he would become known as
Baal, and those who followed the religion
Semiramis created in his name would be called
Baal worshippers. They became associated with
idolatry, demon worship, human sacrifice and
other practices regarded as evil.

The origin of Easter involves the birth of
Semiramis' illegitimate son, Tammuz. Somehow,
Semiramis convinced the people that Tammuz

Continued on page 3
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Announcements and Prayer Request

CHURCH SCHEDULE

Sunday:

9:30 am — Sunday School
10:30 am — Worship Service
6:15 pm — Evening Service

Wednesday:

6:30 pm — Bible Study & Prayer
Meeting

Saturday:

8:00 am — Door-Knocking
& Tract Distribution

PRAYER REQUESTS:

e Special Sunday Service on May 3,
2009, Pastor Eric Thrush (Pastor of
Bible Baptist Church, Mt Helena) will
be the Guest Speaker on Morning
and Evening Services.

e Good health and healing of Mrs.
Macale’s illness.

Tract-Drop and Door-knocking
on Saturday.

Church services at Bible
Baptist Church, Kalgoorlie.
Miriam’s health, and her buying
for a new car.

Pastor Eugene Macale’s
ministries: Bible Baptist
Mission (Liloan, Southern
Leyte, Philippines).

Dondoy (Pastor Macale’s
brother) from alcoholism.
Baptist Fellowship Meetings,
September 28 - October 1,
2009, Calvary Baptist Church,
Armadale, WA.

Edna, Pastor Eugene Macale’s
sister-in-law, for healing of
stage 4 cancer and her
undergoing on chemotherapy
in Tacloban City, Leyte,
Philippines

Pastor Jerry Penie’s buying a
new car.

Kylie Mell's (Chris’ wife)
healing from multiple sclerosis.
Bro. Robert Javapro for
success in the IELTS exams
on April 15, 18, 2009.

Church Bulletin
For those who have prayer requests,
Christian articles, poems, or announcements
for inclusion in the next issue of the Church
Bulletin, please ring or email Ethel Macale.
Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm.
Phone: (08) 9022 8323
Email: ethel@macale.org

Websites worth visiting:

http://www.biblebaptist.net.au
http://www.oldkjv.org
http://www.macale.org
http://www.av1611.info
http://www.kjv1611.org.ph
http://www.biblebaptist.ph

Origin of Easter... continued from page 1

was actually Nimrod reborn. Since
people had been looking for the
promised savior since the beginning of
mankind (see Genesis 3:15), they
were persuaded by Semiramis to
believe that Tammuz was that savior,
even that he had been supernaturally
conceived. Before long, in addition to
worshipping Tammuz (or Nimrod
reborn), the people also worshipped
Semiramis herself as the goddess of
fertility. In other cultures, she has
been called Ishtar, Ashtur and yes,
Easter.

The origin of Easter goes back to
the springtime ritual instituted by
Semiramis following the death of
Tammuz, who, according to tradition,
was killed by a wild boar. Legend has
it that through the power of his
mother's tears, Tammuz was
"resurrected” in the form of the new
vegetation that appeared on the earth.

According to the Bible, it was in
the city of Babel that the people
created a tower in order to defy God.
Up until that time, all the people on the
earth spoke one language. The
building of the tower led God, as
recorded in Genesis 11:7, to confuse
their tongues to keep them from being
further unified in their false beliefs. As
the people moved into other lands,
many of them took their pagan
practices with them.

Contemporary traditions such as
the Easter Bunny and the Easter egg
can also be traced back to the
practices established by Semiramis.
Because of their prolific nature, rabbits
have long been associated with

fertility and its goddess, Ishtar.
Ancient Babylonians believed in a
fable about an egg that fell into the
Euphrates River from heaven and
from which Queen Astarte (another
name for Ishtar or Semiramis) was
"hatched."

Origin of Easter - Resurrection Day
for Christians

For Christians, the origin of Easter
is simply the crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus Christ about
2,000 years ago. According to the
Gospel accounts, Jesus Christ, the
true Messiah promised in the Old
Testament, was crucified and
resurrected at the time of the Jewish
Passover. Since that awesome event
took place, those who believe Christ is
their Messiah have honored that day
and often celebrated it with the
traditional Passover. As the Gospel of
Christ spread throughout non-jewish
nations, among people who did not
have a history of celebrating the
Passover, the pagan rites of Easter
gradually became assimilated into
what the Christian church called
"Resurrection Day." Compromising the
commandments of God with the
comfort of the world is as old as the
nation of Israel itself. Actually,
American history teaches us that
Easter was dismissed as a pagan
holiday by the nation's founding
Puritans and did not begin to be widely
observed until just after the Civil War.
Those interested in a Christian view of
American history and the gradual
compromise of America's Biblical
foundations may wish to read books
such as The Light and the Glory by
Peter Marshall and David Manuel.




